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Disclaimer 
 
All information and material in this publication is provided for general informational 
purposes only. The author of this report has used his best efforts in preparing this 
publication. The author makes no representation or warranties with respect to the 
accuracy, applicability, fitness or completeness of the information contained in this 
publication. The author disclaims any warranties (expressed or implied), 
merchantability, or fitness for any particular purpose. 
 
The author shall in no event be held liable for any loss or other damages, including 
but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other damages. The author 
assumes no responsibility or liability for any consequence resulting directly or 
indirectly for any action or inaction you take based on or made in reliance on the 
information in this publication. 
 
THE PUBLICATION IS PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS, WITHOUT 
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLID. USE OF THE 
PUBLICATION IS AT YOUR OWN RISK. 
 
Reproduction or translation of any part of this publication by means, electronic or 
mechanical, beyond that permitted by the Copyright Law, without the permission of 
the author, is unlawful. 
 
BY USING THIS PUBLICATION, YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE READ THE 
DISCLAIMER AND AGREE WITH ALL THE TERMS. 
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Introduction 
 
If you just got your laptop stolen, you’re not alone. It is estimated that a laptop is 
stolen every 53 seconds and that more than 12,000 laptops disappear each week from 
U.S. airports alone.  
 
If you have lost your laptop to a thief, do not despair yet. I know it is hard not to think 
about the kids’ photos, the business proposal, etc. which are still stuck in that laptop. 
There are some things you need to do to maximize your chances of getting it back. 
 

1. Confidential Data 
The first thing to do is think about any confidential data left in your laptop. If there is 
confidential data (e.g. customer’s data) – you need to review those confidentiality 
agreements and take immediate action. 
 

2. Financial Information 
Any financial information in the laptop needs to be locked down immediately. If there 
is any financial information from you or your customers or vendors, you need to 
inform the relevant parties immediately. We’re talking about accessed? Social 
Security numbers, EIN numbers and banking information. 
 
It is imperative that you immediately inform those customers, vendors and financial 
institutions that a breach of confidential information might have occurred Explain to 
them that your laptop got stolen and at what time, etc. 
 

3. Your Own Backup Data 
Think about when you last backed up the laptop data. You need to know what 
information you need to restore from your backups so you still having working copies 
of documents. Get to a new computer as soon as possible and review your backup 
data. To restore the data, you should consult your backup software manual or visit the 
software vendor's website. 
 

4. Check For Laptop Insurance 
Some companies provide laptop insurance. Check with your employer if business 
insurance covers lost or stolen computers outside of your work premises. You should 
also check your insurance policy or contact your insurance broker and explain what 
happened. 

5. Delays Due To The Loss 
Immediately think of projects and activities will be delayed due to the loss. You then 
need to plan for a "worse case scenario" and inform team members, customers and 
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vendors of timeline implications. 
 

6. Inform The Laptop Manufacturer 
If your laptop gets stolen, inform your laptop manufacturer. Many manufacturers will 
make a record of your report. If someone subsequently calls or sends the laptop in for 
service, the manufacturer can notify you and / or the police. You might ask, how does 
the manufacturer know that a laptop brought in is owned by you? Well – if you 
registered your product, the manufacturer should be able to tie the serial number 
printed on the laptop to your name. So it’s a good idea to get your laptop registered 
when you buy it. 
 

Conclusion 
I hope this report has shown you some tips for dealing with laptop theft. It is 
definitely unfortunate that the laptop is lost, but there is no use in fretting over it. 
What’s important is to move on and find the best way to continue to be productive.  
 
 
 
By the way, if you have any ideas or suggestions on how to improve this report, do 
feel free to drop me a note at: http://www.best-laptop-guide.com/about-me.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Hendricks runs a website about laptops. To learn more about laptops, laptop 
accessories and access a wide variety of how-to articles, be sure to visit his website at 
http:/www.best-laptop-guide.com. 
 


