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Disclaimer

All information and material in this publicationpsovided for general informational
purposes only. The author of this report has usetést efforts in preparing this
publication. The author makes no representatiomasranties with respect to the
accuracy, applicability, fithess or completenesthefinformation contained in this
publication. The author disclaims any warrantiegp(essed or implied),
merchantability, or fitness for any particular posp.

The author shall in no event be held liable for Exsg or other damages, including
but not limited to special, incidental, consequantr other damages. The author
assumes no responsibility or liability for any cegsence resulting directly or
indirectly for any action or inaction you take baga or made in reliance on the
information in this publication.

THE PUBLICATION IS PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS, WTHOUT
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLID. 8 OF THE
PUBLICATION IS AT YOUR OWN RISK.

Reproduction or translation of any part of this [maiion by means, electronic or
mechanical, beyond that permitted by the Copyrigiw, without the permission of
the author, is unlawful.

BY USING THIS PUBLICATION, YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVEREAD THE
DISCLAIMER AND AGREE WITH ALL THE TERMS.
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1. Introduction

Can't decide which model of laptop to buy? How da ghoose a laptop that will
meet your computing needs and yet does not butsthyadget? Choosing a good
laptop computer can be very difficult. You are fhedth so many models and specs
that you don't know where to begin!

Well, help is here! Read on and find out what yeedto consider before buying a
laptop. Once you go through the points below, yduha&ve a much clearer picture.

2. Factors To Consider

How do you choose laptop that's just right for yduéll, when buying a laptop, you
need to consider factors beyond performance anghivéfhere are many additional
things like screen dimensions, battery life, angbk&ard and connection options
which you have to think about.

Let's look at some of the factors one should cansihen buying a laptop.

The CPU

One of the first things you need to consider ia@dp is the CPU. The latest laptop
CPUs include Intel's Core Duo and Core 2 Duo pmaswhich outperform older
single-core Intel processors (e.g. Pentium M). Oldyetops use the AMD Athlon
Turion 64 X2 dual-core processor - which is algmad performer. In general,
however, if you're looking for a laptop, I'd advigzu to look for one with an Intel
Core Duo processor. You can also read this guidi@doout more.

Amount Of RAM

The amount of RAM in the laptop is very importahtyou're not short of cash, my
advice is to get at least 1GB of RAM - that is thimimum you need to get newer PC
applications to run fast. Also remember that you @avays add more memory to
your existing laptop. You may be interested in #hisrt guide on how to install new
memory modules into a laptop.

Amount Of Graphics Memory

Laptop graphics are another feature you will wartddnsider. Typically, I'd say you
should go for 128MB of dedicated video RAM. Alsasare that the graphics
memory is used solely for graphics use and notsharth the main memory. If you
intend to play games on the laptop, then look éwaaced 3D graphics chips with
about 256MB to 512MB of dedicated graphics memBegyprepared to fork out a lot
more cash though.
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The Laptop Display
You will also want to take a look at the laptopessr. Laptop screens have recently

become bigger. Most of them have gone widescregoga@an watch movies or edit
spreadsheets more comfortably.

If you intend to use the laptop from home a logrtiid go for a 17-inch wide screen.
If you are more concerned about portability oratitravel a lot, then laptops with
screen sizes of 12.1 or 13.3 inches might suitbhetter. There are also 14.1- or 15-
inch screens for laptops, but | believe manufactuaee shifting away from these
models.

The Battery

Here's another critical factor - laptop batterg.lif personally find it very frustrating
to have my notebook power run out after 15 minateStarbucks. What you need to
do is to buy a laptop that has about 3.5 hoursatieby life, running on a Core Duo or
Core 2 Duo processor. Make sure you question tadeeon how long the battery
can last - a short battery life is usually a deabker for me.

The Keyboard and Pointing Device

Some people believe that the keyboard and poikawvice on a laptop is important. If
you have big fingers, you might be more comfortajppeng on a larger notebook
keyboard than a small one. Make sure you try th®faout - get the feel of typing
and navigation before you buy the laptop.

The Hard Drive

In the laptop hard drive department, what can Pddgre is better. These days, you
can get a notebook hard drives coming in size$6{zB or more. You can also get
SATA hard drives if you have more cash.

The Optical Drive

I'd usually recommend getting a laptop with a réaflie DVD drive as a minimum.
One thing you need to know is that some laptopsf&aca DVD drive in exchange
for a lighter weight and portability. If you dotttink you need a DVD drive all the
time, then you might want to get a model that dibdsve one.

Laptop Weight
Another thing to note is the weight of the lapthjow, when you buy a laptop, always

remember that the total weight includes the notkldD the AC adapter, any
external modules, and their cables. These can pdd quite a bit of weight.
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Communications

These days, you will find that most laptops comthat least two USB 2.0 ports - I'd
recommend that as a minimum. If you do a lot okwi@diting, then a FireWire
(IEEE 1394) port also becomes essential.

You should also check for good network capabilitMake sure your new laptop has
built-in ethernet capability, a built-in wirelessrmection and also built-in Bluetooth
(if you need to transfer data between your molfileng and the laptop).

Some of the laptops also include card slots foroneable media such as
CompactFlash, Secure Digital and MultiMediaCard/df take a lot of digital photos,
then this feature might matter to you.

3. Top 10 Laptop Shopping Tips
Here are 10 important laptop shopping tips you khalways bear in mind:

Tip #1: How will you use the laptop?

One of the problems when you buy a laptop is tbatpay for features you don't
really need. One of the best ways to avoid payaagnuch is to consider how you
will use the laptop. If it is mostly for word prasng, then settle for a cheaper
machine. If it is for gaming, then you need a muoeverful one.

Tip #2: Think of featuresyou will not compromise

You should also be aware that there are some fesgiares in a laptop you should
NOT sacrifice. For example, for me, if | were buyia laptop, I'd choose (as a
minimum) - an Intel Core Duo or Core 2 Duo procesgGB of RAM, 160GB of
hard drive, a very small screen size and a supey lesting battery. Your list of
critical feature may vary.

Tip #3: Remember you can pick and choose

Most vendors will let you custom-build your owniap. This is a good thing,
because you can just pick those features you ned@ pay any extra. You can
easily purchase a faster notebook by acceptingadleanmard drive or DVD drive, for
example.

Tip #4: Think Carefully About Extended Warranties

If you're shopping for a laptop (or any other coms&u electronics for that matter), be
wary of extended warranties. Extended warrantiesaaxay for the dealer to get extra
cash from you upfront “in case” your laptop faifsthe future. Now seriously, the
build of most laptops nowadays is pretty solidelivot seen many laptops fail for the
first few years unless you do something silly ldeep it on the floor. If you take care
of your laptop carefully, you should not need ateeged warranty.
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Tip #5: Buy Laptops Online

If you want to buy a Dell, HP or Lenovo laptop, miate that most of these brand
name manufacturers have need solid deals onlineisgBahese online stores and see
if you can save any money. Chances are, thereoare gery attractive deals going on
during different seasons (e.g. Back to School aigihas sales). Don’t miss out on
these.

Tip #6: Question The Laptop Salesman

Don’t believe in everything the laptop salesmarss&et the specs of the laptop you
want and do some of your own research. Then quesitelaptop salesman and ask
him to recommend alternative or cheaper models thigrsame functionality. If the
salesman is worth his salt, he will be pretty gabduggesting alternatives so you get
the best deal. Remember, a laptop is a big invedtare I'd definitely feel more
comfortable shelling out cash if | know exactly when paying for.

Tip #7: Be Careful Of Auction Sites

There are many, many laptops on sale in eBay @r @thiction sites. While | would
not discredit used laptops, be sure you check up@seller and try to view or test
the laptop before paying money. There are a ltamtbp scam artists sitting on eBay
and most of the scam stories | hear don’t have yhapgdings.

Tip #8: Keep Those L aptop Accessories|In Mind

Another tip is to remember that you usually needdugp some accessories to
accompany a laptop. Try to see if the laptop ddadsra good deal that packs in these
extras. For example, you might want to get an exatéery module, or perhaps a pen
drive or more RAM. If you can, see if the dealen sructure a good deal for you that
includes these extras.

Tip #9: Inspect The Laptop

Too many people trust the laptop dealers. You ghalways check and inspect the
contents of a new laptop you are buying. Checlstineen to see if there is damage.
Check the chassis for scratches or discoloringo Awitch on the laptop and see if
you can perform normal stuff like web surfing andrd/processing. Play a DVD or a
movie file and see if the sound and color produngthe laptop is ok.

Tip #10: Check The Replacement Period

If a new laptop you purchase is fault, most lapt@gnufacturers allow you to return it
for a new unit. But they only allows this withircauple of days of purchase. Check
to make sure you can return the laptop to the dedien you return home to find it
faulty. A rough guideline for this replacement pershould be about 7 to 14 days.
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4. Good Places To Shop For Laptops

Here is a list of laptop manufacturers’ websited specialty laptop stores which
might have good laptop deals.

Laptop Manufacturers
http:///www.lenovo.com
http:///www.toshiba.com
http:///lwww.hp.com
http:///www.sony.com
http://www.dell.com
http://www.acer.com
http://www.alienware.com
http://www.apple.com

Specialty Stores
http://www.newegg.com
http://www.bestbuy.com
http://www.circuitcity.com
http://www.tigerdirect.com
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5. Laptop Shopping Checklist

Here is a handy laptop shopping checklist thatstwauld print out the next time

you’re out shopping for a new machine.

Question Remark

What CPU does the laptop use?

Most newer laptope aaith
Intel's Core 2 Duo processors
these days.

Does the laptop have enough RAM?

Try to go foeast 1 GB of
RAM, preferably 2 GB.

Does the laptop have graphics memory you
need?

Usually 128 MB or graphics
memory is enough. If you wan
to play 3D games, go for 512
MB of memory.

—F

Does the laptop display suit your needs?

Do yadraesmall 12 to 13
inch screen or a large 17 inch
screen? A general purpose
laptop usually has a 14 to 15
inch screen.

Does the laptop battery last long enough?

Gooapabpatteries should
last at least 3 hours.

Is the keyboard and pointing device on the lag
suitable for you?

tdpe keyboard should be
comfortable to type on and the
pointing device should be easy
to operate.

Is the laptop hard drive large enough for you?

Moee space the better. Try
to go for at least 160 GB of
space.

Does the laptop come with an optical drive?

Tryneke sure it comes with
a DVD writer. Newer laptops
have Blu-ray drives. Some
laptops also have a detachabl
optical drive.

[}

What is the weight of the laptop?

Do you need aslight
ultraportable (3 pounds or less
in weight) or a heavier desktop
replacement (more than 6
pounds in weight)? A general
purpose laptop is about 5 to 6
pounds in weight.

What are the communications options on the
laptop?

A good laptop should come
with ample USB ports (at least
3), Firewire, Bluetooth,
wireless connections and
maybe a HDMI port.
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6 Conclusion

| hope this report has shown you the ins and dubtsiging a laptop. Remember, a
laptop is an expensive device. It will also be stimmg you bring along anywhere you
go. Hence, it is critical that you do proper reshand find the correct laptop to suit
your needs. So do remember the above tips thetinextyou're in the market for a
laptop, and happy shopping!

Gary Hendricks runs a website about laptops. To learn more about laptops, |aptop
accessories and access a wide variety of how-to articles, be sureto visit his website at
http: /www.best-laptop-quide.com.
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